




LENOX TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING PLANNING COMMISSION
MONDAY FEBRUARY 27, 2023

1. Call to order:		6:34 PM

Members Present:	Suddon, Turchi, Clifford, Rosseel, Pannell, Muylaert	
Member Excused:	Walker
Planner:		Cassin		
Engineer:		Saif 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES – August 8, August 22, and December 19, 2022.
Motion:  Turchi 	 Support:  Clifford 
Motion to approve the minutes of August 8, August 22, and December 19, 2022.
Ayes:  Turchi, Clifford, Rosseel, Suddon, Muylaert.  Abstain:  Pannell.   Motion passes.

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion:  Clifford    Support: Muylaert 
Motion to approve the agenda.  All Ayes. Motion passes.

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no Unfinished Business to complete at this meeting.

6. NEW BUSINESS
A. ANNUAL RENEWAL FOR SPECIAL LAND USE PERMIT, TEJA ENTERPRISES, LLC., 
19-06-03-100-002, 32680 32 MILE ROAD. 

[bookmark: _Hlk122248705]Township Planner Steve Cassin explained that this is a renewal of an existing Special Land Use Permit that comes before the Planning Commission annually.  Greg Pieprzak from TeJa Enterprises was present to answer questions.  
Rosseel inquired why verifications were skipped.  
Engineer Saif stated that it is a long process and 95% of the mining is complete. 
Rosseel asked how the Planning Commission knows they have stayed within the limits of mining, as well as inquiring about the plan for the property when done.  
Pieprzak replied that the plan for the property is an RV Park.  
Rosseel asked about the easements and how the Township would know they have not been digging into them. 
Pieprzak answered that are berms in the easements and they do not dig under them.  
Saif reported that this is approximately a 50-acre lake and there are only 115,000 to 117,000 yards of material removed per year.  

Pieprzak stated it would be five to seven years before they will start the RV Park, however they would like to start green scaping next year to get a jump on it.

Turchi inquired about complaints regarding the blowing sand over 32 Mile Road.

Pieprzak reported that there have been no complaints as the sand has been covered with clay.

Motion:  Clifford    Support:  Turchi
Motion to approve the renewal of the Special Land Use Permit for TeJa Enterprises, LLC.
Roll Call Vote:  Clifford-Aye, Turchi-Aye, Muylaert-Aye, Suddon-Aye, Rosseel-Nay, Pannell-Aye. Motion passes.

B. [bookmark: _Hlk91751144]SITE PLAN REVIEW REQUEST, JAMES LAHOOD, 
19-06-14-400-021, 022, VACANT GRATIOT AVENUE
Planner Steve Cassin provided a summary of the request to reduce the size of the facility.  The sidewalks stop 60 feet short of the requirement, but recommended approval with the addition of the required sidewalk to meet Ordinance. 
Greg Bono, PEA representative, was present to answer questions. 
Turchi inquired as to the material proposed for the front of the building.  
Bono replied composite siding, tempered glass and brick.
Rosseel questioned the windows at the top, as they are labeled as doors on the plans.
Bono stated that they are windows and would not open. 
Rosseel inquired if the company was local or out of state, how many employees there would be, as well as the hours of operation proposed.
Bono replied they are local out of Bloomfield; he did not know how many employees there would be, nor did he know the hours of operation.
Pannell inquired if it is a grow and processing facility, expressing concern with the smell that is associated with a facility of this nature.
Bono confirmed that it is a grow and processing facility.
Planner Cassin reminded the Commission that the Planning Commission has already approved this project.  They are just asking for approval for a change in facility size.  Odor is covered in the Township Ordinance and permits are issued yearly.  The Township can opt to not renew the permit if there are issues with odor.   
Pannell pointed out that the Township Ordinance requires a sidewalk the entire length of the property.  He understands there has been talk of the Macomb Trail possibly being constructed along this property.  He inquired if this is a gated property.  
Cassin replied that it is not required for the business to be gated.
Pannell observed that the facility looks like a brick warehouse.
Suddon responded that everything is standardized, the Planning Commission does not have the authority to change the look of the building.


Motion:  Turchi     Support:  Clifford
Motion to approve the reduction in size of facility, provided the sidewalk is extended and the windows marked as doors be labeled as windows and non-opening.
Roll Call Vote:  Turchi-Aye, Clifford-Aye, Muylaert-Aye, Suddon-Aye, Rosseel-Nay, Pannell-Nay. Motion passed.
C. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Turchi nominated Suddon for Chairperson. 
Suddon accepted the nomination.
There were no other nominations for Chairperson.
Vote by Roll Call: Turchi-Aye, Muylaert-Aye, Suddon-Aye, Rosseel-Aye, Pannell-Aye, Clifford-Aye.
Suddon approved as Chairperson.

Clifford nominated Muylaert for Vice Chairperson.
Muylaert accepted the nomination.
There were no other nominations for Vice Chairperson.
Vote by Roll Call:  Suddon-Aye, Turchi-Aye, Rosseel-Aye, Pannell-Aye, Muylaert-Aye, Clifford-Aye.
Muylaert approved as Vice Chairperson.

Turchi nominated Clifford for Secretary.
Clifford accepted the nomination.
There were no other nominations for Secretary.
Vote by Roll Call:  Turchi-Aye, Suddon-Aye, Rosseel-Aye, Pannell-Aye, Muylaert-Aye, Clifford-Aye.
Clifford approved as Secretary.


7. CITIZENS COMMENTS
There were no Citizen Comments at this time.

8. COMMUNICATIONS PRESENTED
Planner Cassin wished to make the Commission aware of two upcoming items.  One would be a car wash on 26 Mile Road and the other item would be at the old Gaskill Honda stie – the mini-storage warehouses would be finished and have a major expansion.



9. ADJOURNMENT                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
	Motion: Turchi   Support: Clifford

	Motion to adjourn the Meeting at 7:12 pm. All Ayes. Motion passes.




Thomas Scott Clifford						Tanya Muylaert


Planning Commission Secretary					Acting Recording Secretary
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