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ARTICLE 24. DEFINITIONS 
 
SECTION 2400. DEFINITIONS 

 

For the purpose of this Ordinance certain terms, words and phrases shall, whenever used in this 
Ordinance, have the meaning herewith defined as follows: 
 
The word “person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company, or corporation 
as well as an individual; the present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the 
plural, and the plural number includes the singular; the word "shall" is mandatory, and the word "may" 
is permissive; the words "used" or "occupied" include the words "intended, "designed," or "arranged to 
be used or occupied", the word "building" includes the word "structure," and the word "dwelling" includes 
the word "residence," the word "lot" includes the words "plot" or "parcel". 

 

Terms not herein defined shall have the meaning customarily assigned to them. 
 
Accessory Building: A subordinate building, the use of which is clearly incidental to that of the main 
building or to the use of the land. 

 

Accessory Sign: See Sign. 
 
Accessory Use: A use subordinate to the main use on a lot and used for purposes clearly incidental 
to those of the main use. 
 
Agricultural Land: Substantially undeveloped land devoted to the production of plants and animals 
useful to humans, including but not limited to, forage and sod crops, grains, feed crops, field crops, 
dairy products, poultry and poultry products, livestock, herbs, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock, 
fruits, vegetables, Christmas trees, and other similar uses and activities. 
 
Agriculture: Farms and general farming, including horticulture, floriculture, dairying, livestock, and 
poultry raising, farm forestry; and other similar enterprises, or uses, but no farms shall be operated as 
piggeries, or for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, offal or rendering plants, or for landfills or 
yard waste composting; or for the slaughtering of animals except such animals as have been raised 
on the premises or have been maintained on the premises for at least a period of one year immediately 
prior thereto and for the use and consumption of persons residing on the premises. 

 

Airport: An airport licensed by the Michigan Department of Transportation, Bureau of 
Aeronautics under section 151 of the Aeronautics Code of the State of Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 
259.151. 

 

Airport Approach or Layout Plan: A plan or amendment to a plan, filed with the Zoning 
Commission under section 151 of the Aeronautics Code of the State of Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 
259.151. 
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Airport Manager: That term as defined in section 10 of the Aeronautics Code of the State of 
Michigan, 1945 PA 327, MCL 259.151. 
 
Airport Zoning Regulations: Means airport zoning regulations under the Airport Zoning Act, 1950 
(Ex Sess) PA 23 MCL 259.431 to 259.465, for an airport hazard area that lies in whole or in part in the 
area affected by a zoning ordinance under this act. 
 

Alley: Any dedicated public way affording a secondary means of vehicular access to abutting 
property, and not intended for general traffic circulation. 
 
Alterations: Any change, addition or modification in construction or type of occupancy, any change in 
the structural members of a building, such as walls or partitions, columns. beams or girders, the 
consummated act of which may be referred to herein as "altered" or "reconstructed". 

 

Animal Definitions: 
 

Domestic Pet. Animals which are ordinary household pets such as dogs or cats and which are 
kept for pleasure. 

Exotic or Wild Animal. Any animal not defined as a farm animal or domestic pet which is not 
native to Southeast Michigan nor commonly found in the wild in Southeast Michigan. 

Farm Animal. Livestock, including beef and dairy cattle, goats, hogs, horses, poultry, sheep, and 
other fur-bearing animals, including but not limited to mink. 

Hobby Farm. A farm which is limited in scale, operated on a part time basis primarily for pleasure. 

Kennel, Commercial. Any lot or premises on which three (3) or more dogs or domesticated 
animals, not owned by the proprietor, are either permanently or temporarily boarded. 

Kennel, Private. Any lot or premises on which four (4) or more dogs or domesticated animals 
over the age of one (1) year, owned by the proprietor, are housed. 

 
Apartments: The term "Apartments" shall mean the dwelling units in a multiple dwelling as defined 
herein. 
 
Automobile Repair Garage: A place where, along with the normal activities of an automobile service 
station. The following services may be carried out: general repair, engine rebuilding, rebuilding or 
reconditioning of motor vehicles; collision service, such as body, frame, or fender straightening and 
repair; overall painting and undercoating of automobiles. 
 
Automobile Service Center: A place where gasoline (stored in underground tanks only), kerosene, 
motor oil and lubricants and -grease are retailed directly to the public on the premises. Also minor 
accessories and services such as shock absorbers, brake lining, muffler installations and the like are a 
principal part of the operation. Quick oil change stations shall be defined under this classification. 
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Automobile Gas and Service Station: A place where gasoline (stored only in underground tanks) 
kerosene or motor oil and lubricants or grease (for operation of automobiles) are retailed directly to 
public on premises, including sale of minor accessories and services for automobiles. 
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Basement: That portion of a building which is partly or wholly below grade but so located that the 
vertical distance from the average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from the 
average grade to the ceiling. A basement shall not be counted as a story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bed & Breakfast Inn: An owner-occupied, single-family dwelling with not more than five (5) guest 
rooms in which the owner/operator provides overnight accommodations to guests in return for payment, 
and without kitchen facilities for serving or preparing meals for the overnight guests which are separate 
from those for the residence. 

 

Billboard: See sign, non-accessory 
 
Block: The property abutting one side of a street and lying between the two nearest intersecting streets, 
or between the nearest such street and railroad right-of-way, unsubdivided acreage, river or live stream; 
or between any of the foregoing and any other barriers to the continuity of development. 

 

Board: The Lenox Township Board of Trustees. 
 
Building: Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having a roof and used or built for the shelter 
or enclosure of persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind. This shall include tents, awnings or 
vehicles situated on private property and used for purposes of a building. 
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Building Height: The vertical distance measured from the grade to the highest point of the roof surface 
for flat roofs; to the deck line of mansard roofs; and to the average height between eaves and ridge for 
gable, hip and gambrel roofs, or to a point equivalent to the foregoing on any other roof. Where a 
building is located on sloping terrain, the height may be measured from the average ground level of the 
grade at the building wall. 

 

 
 
Building Inspector: The Building Official of Lenox Township and any of his inspectors or assistants. 
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Building Line: A line formed by the face of the building, and for the purpose of this 
Ordinance, a minimum building line is the same as a front setback line. 
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Building, Main or Principal: A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is 
situated. 
 
Canopy: A structure other than an awning made of cloth, metal, or material frames affixed to a 
building and carried by a frame which is supported by the ground. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign (automatic): A permanently-installed sign on which the copy changes 
automatically on a lamp bank or through mechanical means, e. g., electrical or electronic time units. 
 
Changeable Copy Sign (manual): A permanently- installed sign on which copy is changed manually 
in the field, e.g., reader boards with changeable letters. 
 
Club: An organization of persons for special purposes or for the promulgation of sports, arts, sciences, 
literature, politics, or the like, but not operated for profit. 
 
Clinic: An institution providing diagnostic, therapeutic, or -preventive out-patient treatment by a group 
of doctors in the same building. 
 
Condominium Subdivision (Site Condominium) building site: That area containing the limited 
common elements together with its condominium unit and together shall equate to the requirements 
of a lot and a lot's required elements as contained in the Township's Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Condominium Project: A plan or project consisting of not less than two (2) condominium units if 
established and approved in conformance with the Condominium Act (Act 59 of 1978) A condominium 
project may consist of multi-family structures (traditional) or single family homes (site condominium), 
or non-residential structures (non-residential site condominium). 
 
Convalescent or Nursing Home: A convalescent home or nursing home is a home for the care of 
children or the aged or infirm, or a place of rest for those suffering bodily disorders, wherein two or 
more persons are cared for. Said home shall conform and qualify for license under State Law even 
though State Law has different size regulations. 
 
Density: The number of families residing on, or dwelling units developed on, an acre of land. As 
used in this Ordinance, all densities are stated in families per net acre, that is, per acre of land 
devoted to residential use, exclusive of land in streets, alleys, parks, playgrounds, school yards, or 
other public lands and open spaces. 
 
Development: The construction of a new building or other structure on a zoning lot, the relocation of 
an existing building on another zoning lot, or the use of open land for a new use. 
 
Display Surface Area, Sign: The net geometric area enclosed by the display surface of the sign 
including the outer extremities of all letters, characters and definitions; provided, however, "display 
surface area" shall not include the structural supports for free standing signs; provided further, that 
only one face of a double-faced sign as defined shall be considered in determining the display surface 
area. 
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District: A portion of the Township within which certain regulations and requirements of various 
combinations thereof apply under the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

Drive-In: A business establishment so developed that its retail or service character is dependent on 
providing a driveway approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons while in 
the motor vehicle, regardless of whether self-servicing is involved. 

 

Dwelling Unit: A building, or a portion thereof, designed for occupancy by one (1) family for residential 
purposes and having cooking facilities. 

 

Dwelling, Multiple-Family: A building, or portion thereof, designed for occupancy be three (3) or 
more families living independently of each other. 

Dwelling, One-Family: A building designed exclusively for occupancy by one (1) family. 
 

Dwelling, Two-Family: A building designed exclusively for occupancy by two (2) families, living 
independently of each other. 

 

Dwelling, Pre-manufactured or Modular Homes: A detached one-family dwelling constructed 
according to special rules promulgated by the state construction code commission exclusively designed 
for placement on a permanent foundation and assembled at other than the final location by a repetitive 
process generally recognized as systems or component building and under circumstances intended to 
insure uniformity of quality and material content. The term does not include a mobile home although 
a pre-manufactured or modular home commonly arrives at final location by some method of transport 
from location of assembly. 

 

Earth-Sheltered Building: A building where a significant portion of the walls and for roof are covered 
with earth, that is specifically designed and constructed to meet the requirements of this Ordinance 
and the building code for minimum floor area, light and ventilation, emergency egress, waterproofing, 
and similar requirements, and approved by the Building Inspector. 

 

Efficiency Unit: An efficiency unit is a dwelling unit consisting of one room exclusive of bathroom, 
kitchen, hallway, closets, or dining alcove directly off the principal room providing not less than three 
hundred and twenty (320) square feet of floor area. 

 

Erected: Build, constructed, altered, reconstructed, moved upon, or any-physical operation on the 
premises which are required for the construction, excavation, fill, drainage, and the like, shall be 
considered a part of erection. 

 

Essential Services: The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal 
departments of underground, surface, or overhead gas, electrical, steam, fuel or water transmission or 
distribution systems; collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including towers, poles, 
wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm and police call boxes, traffic signals, 
hydrants and similar equipment in connection herewith, but not including buildings which are 
necessary for the furnishing of adequate service by such utilities or municipal departments for the 
general health, safety, or welfare. 

 

Excavation: Any breaking of ground except common household gardening and ground care incidental 
to maintaining and improving residential landscaping. 
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Exception: A use specified in this Ordinance which may be permitted in a specific use district 
provided that special conditions are met. The exceptions are generally found as "Principal Uses 
permitted Subject to Special Conditions" and "Uses Not Otherwise Allowed within a Specific Use 
District." Such uses are generally characterized by one or more of the following: infrequency, require 
large areas, generate large traffic volumes, obnoxious or hazardous. 

 

Family: An individual or group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, 
together with foster children and servants of the principal occupants, with not more than one additional 
unrelated person, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, housekeeping unit in a dwelling 
unit; or a collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit whose relationship is 
of a continuing non-transient domestic character and who are cooking and living as a single nonprofit 
housekeeping unit. This definition shall not include any group of students or other individuals whose 
domestic relationship is of a transitory or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration. 

 

Family Day Care Home: Family Day Care Home: A private residence licensed in accordance with 
the Child Care Organizations Act, MCLA 722.111 et seq., to provide care, protection, and supervision 
for six or fewer unrelated minor children under the age of 18. Children receive care and supervision 
for periods of less than 24 hours a day unattended by a parent or legal guardian for more than 4 
weeks during a calendar year. 

 

Farm: All of the contiguous neighboring or associated land operated as a single unit on which bona 
fide farming is carried on directly by the owner-operator, manager or tenant farmer, by his own labor 
or with the assistance of members of his household or hired employees; provided, however, that land 
to be considered a farm hereunder shall include a continuous parcel of five (5) acres or more in area; 
provided further, farms may be considered as including establishments operated as bona fide 
greenhouses, nurseries, orchards, chicken hatcheries, poultry farms and apiaries; but establishments 
keeping or operating fur-bearing animals, riding or boarding stables, commercial dog kennels, stone 
quarries or gravel or sand pits, shall not be considered a farm hereunder unless combined with bona 
fide farm operation on the same continuous tract of land of not less than twenty (20) acres. No 
farms shall be operated as piggeries, or for the disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish, offal or rendering 
plants, or for landfill or yard waste composting, or for the slaughtering of animals except such animals 
as have been raised on the premises or have been maintained on the premises for at least a period 
of one year immediately prior thereto and for the use and consumption by persons residing on the 
premises. 

 

Farm Buildings: Any building or structure other than a dwelling, moved upon, maintained, used or built 
on a farm which is essential and customarily used on farms of that type for the pursuit of their 
agricultural activities, but shall not include buildings for landfills or yard waste composting operations. 

 

Filling: Is the depositing or dumping of any matter onto, or into the ground, except common household 
gardening and ground care. 
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Flashing Sign: An illumination sign on which the artificial source of light is not maintained stationary 
or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is illuminated. For the purpose of this 
Ordinance, any moving illuminated sign affected by the intermittent lighting shall be deemed to be a 
flashing sign. 
 
Floor Area: For the purposes of computing the minimum allowable floor area in a residential dwelling 
unit, is the sum of the horizontal areas of each story of the building measured from the exterior faces 
of the exterior walls. The floor area measurement is exclusive of areas of basements, unfinished 
attics, attached garages, breezeways, utility rooms, and enclosed and unenclosed porches. 

 
 

Garage, Commercial: Any premises except those described as a - private, community or storage 
garage, available to the public used principally for the storage of automobiles, or motor-driven 
vehicles, for remuneration, hire or sale. Where any such vehicle or engines may also be equipped for 
operation, repaired, rebuilt or reconstructed, and where vehicles may be greased, washed or serviced. 
 
Garage, Private: An accessory building, attached or detached for parking or storage of not more than 
that number of vehicles as may be required in connection with the permitted use of the principal 
building. 
 
Grade: The ground elevation established for the purpose of regulating the number of stories and the 
height of the building. The building grade shall be the level of the ground adjacent to the walls of the 
building if the finished grade is level. If the ground is not entirely level, the grade shall be determined 
by averaging the elevation of the ground for each face of the building. 
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Greenbelt: A strip of land of definite width and location reserved for planting of shrubs and/or 
trees to serve as an obscuring screen or buffer in carrying out the requirements of this Ordinance. 

 

Group Child Care Center: A building or structure where care, protection, and supervision are provided 
on a regular schedule, at least twice a week to more than 12 children, including children of the adult 
provider. 
 
Group Day Care Home: Private residential homes in which between 7 and 12 minor children 
are given care and supervision. There must be 1 adult for every 6 children present. Such facilities must 
be licensed in accordance with the Child Care Organizations Act MCLA 722.111 et seq. 

 

Hazardous Materials: See Hazardous Substance 
 
Hazardous Substance: Hazardous substances include hazardous chemicals as defined by the 
Michigan Department of Public Health and the Michigan Department of Labor; flammable and 
combustible liquids as defined by the Michigan Department of State Police, Fire Marshall Division; 
hazardous materials as defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation; and critical materials, 
polluting materials, and hazardous waste as defined by the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources. Petroleum products and waste oil are subject to regulation under this Ordinance as 
hazardous substances. 
 
Home Occupation: Any occupation, business, personal or professional service customarily engaged 
in by residents in their dwelling, (not including breezeway or garage, attached or detached, which use 
is clearly incidental and secondary to the use of the dwelling for dwelling purposes, is not offensive 
and does not change the residential character thereof. (See Section 329 for Regulations Pertaining 
To Home Occupations). (Amended 11-4-96) 
 
Lot: A parcel of land. 
 
Lot, Corner: A lot where the interior angle of two adjacent sides at the intersection of two streets is 
less than one hundred thirty five (135) degrees. A lot abutting upon a curved street or streets 
shall be considered a corner lot for the purposes of this Ordinance if the arc is of less radius than 
one hundred fifty (150) feet and tangents to the curve, at the two points where the lot lines meet the 
curve or the straight street line, extended, form an interior angle of less than one hundred thirty 
five (135) degrees. All sides of said lots adjacent to streets shall be considered frontage, and front 
yards shall be provided as required. 
 
Lot, Coverage: That part or percent of the lot occupied by buildings, including accessory buildings. 
 
Lot Depth: The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines, measured along the median 
between the side lot lines. 
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Lot, Double Frontage: Any interior lot having frontage on two more or less parallel streets as 
distinguished from a corner lot. In the case of a row of double frontage lots, all sides of said lots 
adjacent to street shall be considered frontage, and front yards shall be provided as required. 

 

Lot, Interior: Any lot other than a corner lot. 
 

Lot Lines: The lines bounding a lot as defined herein: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A. Front Lot Line: In the case of an interior lot, that line separating said lot from the street. In 

the case of a corner lot, both lot lines abutting on streets shall be treated as front lot lines. In 
the case of a double frontage lot, “front lot line” shall mean that line separating said lot from 
that street which is designated as the front street in the plat and in the application for a 
building permit. 

 
B. Rear Lot Line: That lot line opposite the front lot line. In the case of a lot pointed at the rear, 

the rear lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel to the front lot line, not less than ten (10) 
feet long lying farthest from the front lot line and wholly within the lot. 

 
C. Side Lot Line: Any lot line other than the front lot line or rear lot line. A side lot line separating 

a lot from another lot or lots is an interior side lot line. 
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Lot of Record: A parcel of land, the dimensions of which are shown on a recorded plat on file with 
the County Register of Deeds, or any parcel which has been separated there from in accordance 
with the provisions of the Subdivision Control Act and which exists as described. A lot of record must 
front a public street which is dedicated for access as a public street, or upon an approved private road. 
 
Lot Width: If the side property lines are parallel, the width of the lot shall be the shortest distance 
between these side lines. If the side property lines are not parallel, the width of the lot shall be the 
length of a line at right angles to the axis of the lot at a distance equal to the front setback required 
for the district in which the lot is located. The axis of a lot shall be a line joining the midpoints of the 
front and rear property lines. If the lot is a flag lot or has some other abrupt change in side lot lines, 
the axis shall be determined by the Planning Commission following the concepts in the two sketches 
below. (Amended 2-6-95) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Building: A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot upon which it is situated. 
 
Main Use: The principal use to which the premises are devoted and the principal purpose for which 
the premises exist. 
 
Major Thoroughfare: An arterial street which is intended to serve as a large volume trafficway for 
both the immediate area and the region beyond, and may be designated as a major thoroughfare 
parkway, freeway, expressway, or equivalent terms to identify those streets comprising the basic 
structure of the street plan. Any street with a width, existing or proposed, of one hundred twenty (120) 
feet or greater shall be considered a major thoroughfare. 
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Marginal Access Road: A service roadway parallel to a major thoroughfare which provides access to 
abutting properties and protection from through traffic. 
 
Master Plan: The comprehensive plan including graphic and written proposals indicating the general 
location for streets, parks, schools, public buildings and all physical development of the municipality, 
and includes any unit or part of such plan, and amendments to such plan or parts thereof. Such 
plan or part thereof may or may not be adopted by the Planning Commission and/or Township Board. 
 
Medical Marijuana Dispensary Compassion Center or similar operation for the consumption of 
medicinal marijuana is: any facility or location where medical marijuana is grown or possessed for 
the purpose of distributing to a registered primary caregiver who does not reside at the location where 
the medical marijuana is grown, cultivated or possessed or any facility or location where medical 
marijuana is grown, processed, or possessed or where a means is provided for the purpose of 
distributing or facilitating the distribution of medical marijuana to more than five (5) qualified patients. 

 

 

Mezzanine: An intermediate or fractional story between the floor and ceiling of a main story occupying 
not more than one third (1/3) of the floor area of such main story. 
 
Mobile Home - (including house trailer): Any vehicle designed, used or so constructed and licensed 
as a conveyances upon the public streets or highways and so constructed as to permit its occupancy 
as a dwelling or sleeping place for one or more persons, and having no foundations other than 
wheels, jacks, or skirting, so arranged as to be integral with, or portable by, said house trailer. This 
shall also include any enclosure which may be placed on a vehicle, uses said vehicle as its foundation, 
and which has no wheels as an integral part of said mobile home dwelling unit. 
 
Mobile Home Park - (including trailer camp or park): Any premises designed to be occupied by 
more than one mobile home or house trailer to serve for dwelling or sleeping purposes of families. 
 
Motel: A series of attached, semi-detached or detached rental units containing bedroom, bathroom, 
and closet space. Units shall provide for overnight lodging and are offered to the public for 
compensation, and shall cater primarily to the public traveling by motor vehicle. 

 

Municipality: Lenox Township. 
 
Nonconforming Building: A building or portion thereof existing at the effective date of this Ordinance, 
or amendments thereto, and that does not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance relative to 
height, bulk, area, or yards for the district in which it is located. 
 
Nonconforming Use: A use which lawfully occupied a building or land at the effective date of this 
Ordinance, or amendments thereto, and that does not conform to the use regulations of the district in 
which it is located. 

 

Nursing or Convalescent Home: See Convalescent Home. 
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Nursery, Plant Materials: A space, building or structure, or combination thereof, for the storage of 
live trees, shrubs, or plants offered for retail sale on the premises, including products used for gardening 
or landscaping. The definition of nursery within the meaning of this Ordinance does not include or 
preclude, any space, building or structures used for the sale of fruits, vegetables or Christmas trees. 
 
Off-Street Parking Lot and/or Parking Area: A facility other than for single family dwellings 
providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate drives and aisles, for maneuvering, so as to 
provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of more than two (2) vehicles. 
 
Open Front Store: A business establishment so developed that service to the patron may extend 
beyond the walls of the structure, not requiring the patron to enter the structure. The term “open front 
store” shall not include automobile repair stations or automobile service stations. 
 
Parking Space: An area of definite length and width, exclusive of drives, aisles or entrances giving 
access then accessible for the storage or parking of permitted vehicles. 
 
Place of Worship, Large-Scale. A use located in a permanent building and providing regular 
organized religious worship and related incidental activities, except primary or secondary schools and 
day care facilities. Large places of worship have planned capacity greater than 400 individuals and may 
include ancillary facilities such as day cares. 

Place of Worship, Neighborhood. A use located in a permanent building and providing regular 
organized religious worship and related incidental activities, except primary or secondary schools and 
day care facilities. Neighborhood places of worship have planned capacities of 400 individuals or fewer. 
 

Planned Shopping Center: A business development of three (3) acres or more characterized by a 
unified grouping of retail outlets served by a common circulation and parking system. 

 

Planning Commission: The Lenox Township Planning Commission. 
 
Public Utility: Any persons, firm, or corporation, municipal department, board or commission duly 
authorized to furnish and furnishing under Federal, State, or municipal regulations to the public: gas, 
steam, electricity, sewage disposal, communication, telegraph, transportation or water. 
 
Portable Sign: Any sign that is designed to be transported, including but not limited to sign: with 
wheels removed; with chassis or support constructed without wheels; designed to be transported by 
trailer or wheels; converted to “A” or “T” frame signs; attached temporarily or permanently to the 
ground, a structure, or other signs; mounted on a vehicle for advertising purposes, parked, and visible 
from the public right-of-way, except signs identifying the related business when the vehicle is being 
used in the normal day-to-day operations of that business;. menu and sandwich board signs; search 
light stands; and inflatable balloons or umbrellas used for advertising. 

 

Premises: An area of land within the care, custody and control of an owner or tenant. 
 
Quarry: Any tract or parcel of land or part thereof used for the purpose of searching for, or the extraction 
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of, stone, gravel, marl, sand, peat, topsoil or similar materials, including stripping and pit operations. 
 
Residential Accessory Occupation: Any occupation, business, personal or professional service 
customarily engaged in by residents at their place of residence for dwelling purposes, that cannot be 
conducted within the dwelling itself but occupies a portion of an accessory building.(See Section 1821 
for regulations pertaining to Res. Accessory. Occupation.). (Amended 11-4-96) 
 

 

Seasonal Outdoor Sales – For the purposes of this ordinance, seasonal outdoor sales are small seasonal 
establishments, including but not limited to Christmas tree sales, pumpkin patches, and fireworks tents. 
Seasonal outdoor sales establishments may include: 

1. Temporary structures that do not require foundations, heating systems, sanitary connections, or other 
structural capital improvements to the property.  

2. Outdoor display of goods for sale.  

Seasonal Attractions – For the purposes of this ordinance, seasonal attractions are large seasonal businesses 
that draw visitors to the area, including but not limited to haunted houses, corn mazes, outdoor concerts, fairs, 
carnivals and the like. 

Secondary Thoroughfare: A road similar to a major thoroughfare in that it may carry large volumes 
of traffic except that it functions as a feeder route to or between major thoroughfares. 
 
Setback: The distance required to comply with front, side, or rear yard open space provisions of this 
Ordinance. 
 

Sign: The term "sign" shall mean and include every device, frame, letter, figure, character, mark, 
plane, point, design, picture, stroke, stripe, trademark, or reading matter, which is used or intended to 
be used to attract attention or convey information when the same is placed outdoors in view of the 
general public; in addition, any of the above which is not placed outdoors, but which is placed near or 
attached to a window in such a way as to be in view of the general public and used or intended to be 
used to attract attention or convey information to the general public shall be considered a sign within 
the meaning of this ordinance. 

 

A. Accessory Signs: A sign which is accessory to the principal use of the premises. 
 

B. Non-accessory Sign: A sign advertising services or products, activities, persons, or 
events which are not made, produced, assembled, stored, distributed, leased, sold, or 
conducted upon the premises upon which the non-accessory sign is located. 

 

C. Temporary Sign: A non-permanent sign erected, affixed, or maintained on a premises 
for a short, usually fixed, period of time. 

 

Sign, Off-site: See non-accessory sign. 
 
Solar Energy System, Large: “Large solar energy system” shall mean a utility-scale solar energy conversion 
system consisting of many ground–mounted solar arrays in rows, and associated control or conversion 
electronics, occupying more than 10 acres of land, and that will be used to produce utility power to off-site 
customers. 
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Solar Energy System, Medium: “Medium solar energy system” shall mean a private on-site or utility-scale solar 
energy conversion system consisting of many ground–mounted solar arrays in rows or roof-panels, and 
associated control or conversion electronics, occupying more than one-half acre and no more than 10 acres of 
land, and that will be used to produce utility power to on-site uses and off-site customers. 

Solar Energy System, Small: “Small solar energy system” shall mean a single residential or small business-
scale solar energy conversion system consisting of roof panels, ground–mounted solar arrays, or other solar 
energy fixtures, and associated control or conversion electronics, occupying no more than one-half acre of land, 
and that will be used to produce utility power primarily to on-site users or customers. 
 
State Licensed Residential Facility: A structure constructed for residential purposes that is licensed 
by the state pursuant to Act No. 287 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended, or Act No. 116 of the 
Public Acts of 1973, which provides resident services for 6 or less persons under 24-hour supervision 
or care for persons in need of that supervision or care. This shall not apply to adult foster care facilities 
licensed by a state agency for care and treatment of persons released from or assigned to adult 
correctional institutions. 
 
Story: That part of a building, except a mezzanine as defined herein, included between the surface of 
one floor and the surface of the next floor or if there is no floor above, then the ceiling next above. A 
story thus defined shall not be counted as a story when more than fifty (50) percent, by cubic 
content, is below the height level of the adjoining ground. 
 
Story, Half: An uppermost story lying under a sloping roof, the usable floor area of which, at a 
height of four (4) feet above the floor does not exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the floor area in the story 
directly below and the height above at least two hundred (200) square feet of floor space is seven feet 
six inches (7'-6"). 
 
Street: A public thoroughfare which affords the principal means of access to abutting property. 
Access to property by means of private drive, private roadways or other vehicular access ways (such 
as private drives in multiple family developments) and where maintenance is provided by other than 
the public at large shall not be considered streets under this definition. 
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Structure: Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires location on the ground or 
attachment to something having location on the ground. 
 
Swimming Pool: Any structure or container intended for swimming, located either above or below 
grade designed to hold water to a depth of greater than thirty-six (36) inches. 
 
Temporary Use or Building: A use or building permitted to exist for a limited period of time. 
 
Usable Floor Area: For the purposes of computing parking requirements, that area used, or intended 
to be used, for the sale of merchandise, services, or to serve patrons, clients, or customers. Such floor 
area which is used or intended to be used principally for the storage or processing of merchandise, or 
for utilities, shall be excluded from this computation of "Usable Floor Area". Measurement of floor 
area shall be the sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of the building, measured 
from the interior faces of the exterior walls. For those uses not enclosed within a building, the area used 
for sales, display, or service shall be measured to determine equivalent usable floor area. 
 
Use: The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, designed or intended, or for which land or a 
building is or may be occupied. 
 
Variance: A modification of the literal provisions of the Zoning Ordinance granted when strict 
enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance would cause undue hardship owing to circumstances unique to 
the individual property for which the variance is granted. 
 
Wall: An obscuring structure of definite height and location to serve as an obscuring or protective 
screen in carrying out the requirements of this Ordinance. 
 
Wetland: Land characterized by the presence of water at a frequency and duration sufficient to 
support and that under normal circumstances does support wetland vegetation or aquatic life and is 
commonly referred to as a bog, swamp, or marsh and which is any of the following: 

 

A. contiguous to an inland lake or pond, or a river or stream; or 
 

B. not contiguous to an inland lake or pond or a river or stream and more than 5 acres in 
size; or 

 

C. not contiguous to an inland lake or pond or a river or stream and 5 acres of less in 
area if the Michigan Department of Natural Resources has determined that protection 
of the area is essential to the preservation of the natural resources of the State from 
pollution, impairment, or destruction, and the Department has so notified the owner; or 

 

D. all lands identified as 'wetland' as part of the National Wetlands Inventory Maps, 
United States Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, prepared by the Office 
of Biological Services, for the Richmond, Adair, New Haven and New Baltimore 
quadrangles, Macomb County, Michigan. 
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Yard: The open spaces on the same lot with a main building, unoccupied and unobstructed from the 
ground upward except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, and as defined herein. 
 

A. Front Yard: An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is 
the minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the nearest line of 
the main building. 

 
B. Rear Yard: An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is 

the minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and nearest line of the main 
building. 

 
C. Side Yard: An open space between a main building and the side lot line, extending 

from the front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the horizontal distance 
from the nearest point of the side lot line to the nearest point of the main building. 

 

 
Yard, Non-required: Yard in excess of the yard required herein. 

 

Yard, Required: The minimum yard as required herein. 
 

Zoning Board: Shall mean the Lenox Township Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 

   




